THE STRUCTURE OF RURAL SOCIETY     393
make both ends meet. In manufacturing districts his wife
and children might sometimes earn as much as he did, in
spinning wool, flax or cotton x : and this would explain the
ability of Young's four labourers to support a budget of
135. 2d. per week since the family income in their case
actually amounted to 145. 6d.2. But when opportunities for
industrial employment were restricted, then the labourer's
own wage became the mainstay of the family3.
In any discussion of the labourer's standard of life two Difficulty
other considerations must be borne in mind. Contemporaries ^ft^"^<
pointed out that the daily rate was' an imperfect representa- real price
tion of the real price of labour ' because much work was done
by the piece, at which a labourer earned 3d. to 6d. a day more
than the common pay4. Moreover even time-wages varied
at different periods of the year. Thus in Rutland, near the
end of the eighteenth century, some farmers hired their
labourers from the beginning of hay-time to the end of
harvest, commonly about ten weeks, when wages were 93.
to us. per week with beer : from the end of harvest to the
end of October wages were 75. to 95.: from thence to May,
6s. to 73.: and from May to the beginning of hay-time, 75. to
95.5. We must therefore not exclude the possibility that
the yearly earnings of a farm worker, even allowing for irre-
gularity of employment, may have been somewhat higher
than the daily wage would seem to indicate. Again, the
labourer commonly had a piece of land attached to his
cottage6. An Act of Parliament (1589) ordered no cottage
to be built unless four acres of ground were attached to it 7»
The Act was not repealed until 1775 8, but it was not strictly
enforced. The justices had the power to issue licences dis-
1	For their earnings, see $upra> p. 49.
2	Young, The Farmer's Letters (ed. 1768), 199 (also p. 196).
8 The Gentleman's Magazine, ix. 206.
* Annals of Agriculture, xxiv. 335 ; Young, Tour through the Southern
Counties (ed. 1772), 336. Piece-work was said to have increased near the
end of the eighteenth century, and to lead to over-exertion, particularly
in harvest: Annals of Agriculture, xxv. 356.
6 Annals of Agriculture, xxii. 367. For Huntingdonshire, see ibid.
xxi. 169.
6	Young, The Farmer's Letters (ed. 1768), 202.
7	Statutes, iv. part ii. 804.   This did not apply to towns, or workmen
in mines, etc.	8 Statutes at Large, viii. 444.

